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1997 Prom a "Wonderful Night" 
By Allison Taylor 

Magic was in the air Friday, May 16, when over 500 We
go students and their guests attended the 1997 prom ''Time 
of My Life." 

The evening took place at the Ambassador in Elmhurst 
amidst hundreds of burgundy, midnight blue, and gold 
balloons. 

Students mingled and snapped pictures until about 7:30 
p.m., when junior class president Trisha Tinnes asked 
everybody to take their seats. 

As prom-goers awaited their dinners, they looked over 
their favors: a white candle, a gold picture frame, and a gold 
memory book inscribed with the "Time of My Life" em
blem. 

Dinner was served at 7:45 p.m., with a choice of chicken 
Francaise or roast sirloin beef. ''The chicken was interest
ing," said junior Jennie Grobe. The meal concluded with a 
chocolate sundae. 

Following dinner was the prom king and queen corona
tion. The prom court, consisting of Mike Brosseau, Mike 
Butkovich, Jim Callahan, Rich Divito, Steve Garcia, Jon 
Hall, KirkJ ohnson, Danielle Christopher, Esther Gonzales, 
Kelly Kaylor, Jenny Mullaney, Danielle Murphy, Lexie 
Nussbaum, and Trisha Tinnes, stepped to the dance floor to 
await the announcement. 

The 1996 prom king and queen, Chad Perry and Missy 
Buenz, crowned their successors Garcia and Tinnes. as the 

crowd wildly cheered. Garcia and Tinnes danced to the 
prom song, "Wonderful Tonight" by Eric Clapton. 

The remainder of the evening was spent on the dance 
floor. A variety of music was played, ranging from Jewel's 
"You Were Meant for Me" to the "Home Improvement" 
theme. 

Seniors Matt Bowne, Dave Delort, Josh Brown, and Matt 
Shinofield performed their "What is Love?" act from Mr. 
Wildcat. Dancing concluded with ''Time of My Life" from 
the movie "Dirty Dancing." 

Although the dance was over by 11 :00 p.m., the evening 
continued at Bowling Green for the fourth annual All Night 
Long. Students spent the night singing, dancing, bowling, 
and doing many other activities. 

A karaoke contest went on in the party room, where 
students competed for cash prizes. 

Others spent the evening on the volleyball courts. "It was 
so cold that my feet were numb after five minutes," said 
junior Meg Runyan. 

Throughout the evening, prizes were raffled to the party
goers. Cordless phones, gift certificates, and even VCR 's 
were given away. 

The car was awarded to senior Beth Navarre. "I am so 
excited," said Navarre. "My brother won the car at the first 
All Night Long, and now I won it" 

Fake tattoos were popular this year and most guests left 
with a colorful reminder of the evening., 

Free pizza and pop were offered all night. in addition to 
cookies, cappuccino, and fruit 

Graduation ceremony fast approaches 
By Kelley Betts 

In ten days the seniors of West Chi
cago will be sitting in Bishop Gym 
anxiously awaiting the reception of 
their diplomas. 

Each senior is provided with two 
tickets for family members. Four 
extra tickets may be requested in per
son by a parent 

Along with the family members and 
graduates will be an estimated 30-40 
faculty members dressed in their caps 
and gowns from their residing col
leges, according to Assistant Princi
pal John Highland. 

The ceremony will include the pre
sentation.of the senior gift which will 
be given by senior class president 
Jason Petronzio. Henry Barta and 

Emily Comradt will be recognized for 
receiving the National Merit Award, 
and a farewell will be given by a senior 
who is yet to be determined. Accord
ing to Highland, all seniors were of
fered the chance to audition for this 
two minute speech. 

The keynote speaker for the event 
will be Todd Reimer giving a speech 
on choices. Reimer will be leaving 
Community High School after this year 
to attend graduate school at North
western to obtain a doctorate in educa
tion. 

"I plan to continue teaching after the 
program is over, but probably not at 
Community High School," he said. 

In the past, keynote speakers have 
been Barbara Laimins, 1996 with her 
speech, ''The Last Lesson." In 1995, 

Kelly Kolasa gave her speech, ''The 
Journey of a Dream." Preceding 
Kolasa was Donald Zaeblin with a 
memorable speech and harmonica 
combination. Greg Leitner gave the 
1993 commencement speech. The 
seating will include bleachers in Bishop 
Gym, and additional seating in 
Weyrauch Auditorium where closed
circut television screens will be set up, 
says Highland. 

The graduation ceremony is being 
prepared by faculty members, includ
ing Highland and Principal Dr. Alan 
Jones along with interim superinten
dent Dr. Robert Rubenow and the 
school board. 

The ceremony is anticipated to last 
about two hour.s, said Highland. 

Chess nails seventh at Nationals 
ByDanHoryn 

A game of the mind, chess demands 
absolute concentration and patience. 

At the national tournament held in 
Knoxville last month, the Cats clearly 
had their heads on straight, placing 
seventh in the United States of America. 

Junior Justin Sadauskas led the way 
for the squad, winning five and a half of 
the seven games he played. Before the 
tournament he set the goal of winning 
five and a half games, but admitted he 
was surprised he achieved that goal. 
"I bombed out at the beginning," said 
Sadauskas. Fortunately he, along with 
the rest of the team, gathered enough 
steam to sweep the final round of play. 

This late success was vital to the 
Cats, because without it, a top ten fin-

ish would have been impossible. 
In addition to Sadauskas,junior Blair 

Machaj won five games; ·Eddie Patel, 
four and a half; and Kevin Brewer, 
four. 

Brewer's Nationals play was much 
improved from his state tournament 
performance, where he won only a 
game and a half. 

Senior Tim Martin and junior 
Alfredo Muhlberger also competed 
for the team. Martin, whohasbeenon 
the team for three years, was disap
pointed with his overall record, but 
he, like the others, finished the tour
nament strong, winning his final two 
games. 

Knoxville was Muhlberger's first 
taste of national competition. He said 
the experience will help him for next 

year: "Now I know the caliber of 
players I'm facing and that I need to be 
more conservative." 

The Cats entered Knoxville coming 
offasubparperformanceatState. The 
squad took third place there, but Mar
tin said at Nationals "no [Illinois team] 
came within shouting distance of us." 

"We showed the world that we're 
the premiere chess team in the state 
and the best in the Midwest." 

The finish of seventh is a four spot 
improvement from last year's elev
enth place showing at Nationals. In 
1995, the team took thirteenth. 

Wildcat chess should be alive and 
well in 1998, as the team returns its top 
four national scorers. In addition, 
Muhlberger said that West Chicago is 
"gaining some great people from Ben-

jamin." 
"We've got a few holes on the the 

lower boards to fill," said Martin, "but 
our top four can beat anyone in the · 
state. The team's future is brighter 
than a shining star." 

The team will be gunning for a top 
three trophy at Nationals eleven 
months ftom now. 

Sadauskas added that "we're going 
to do awesome next year." 

To stay sharp, many team members 
make summer a time for private les
sons and tournaments. . 

The guys played without a coach 
this year; Martin mentioned that he 
hopes to help We-go out next season. 

''I'm going to miss the competitive
ness, success, and great team play," he 
said. 
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Spring musical "Comes Together At Last" 
By Hannah Kenny 

This year's spring musical, Annie, 
played to a sold-out Weyrauch audi to
rium on May 8th, 9th, and lOth. 

The crew has been working since the 
beginning of March, and sold-out all 
550 seats a night, Thursday's perfor
mance at the door, making around 
$3000, said Director Lori Watson. 

and two without, to learn the pit music, 
according to orchestra director Dan 
Harrison. Although there were pit 
auditions, all pit members. needed was 
experience in band or orchestra. 

Music Director Kim Sirvatka said it 
was a "gradual process to learn the 
music," but they did in eight weeks. 
She has directed music for four years, 
but will take a leave of absence due to 
her pregnancy. 

hard work, "it was worth it because it 
was a lot of fun:• 

The building of the set for Annie was 
mainly constructed over spring break, 
and with the help of students. 

There were 21 members in the or
chestra pit, Donna Brown accompa Senior Anne D'Aversa spent many 

Watson gave the design ideas to set 
director Pauleen Driscoll. Art teacher 
David Exner painted the art work for 
the scenery. 

Out of 80 students who auditioned 
for parts, 42 were selected to perform 
as part of the cast. About half of the 
cast was new actors. The coveted lead 
role of little orphan Annie went to 
sophomore newcomer Abby Brown, 
while veteran junior Steve Garcia 
landed the role of Oliver Warbucks. 

nied on piano. 
Harrison has di

rected orchestra 
two years, but will 
not return next 
year. He resigned 
from Community 
High School to ac
cept a position in 
Oswego working 
with middle school 
students and an as

Photo by Sandy Weiss 

The cast of Annie accepts enthusiastic 
cheers from the crowd. 

hours after re
hearsal planning 
dance sequences. 
Watson asked her 
to choreograph for 
Annie, because she 
knew of 
D'Aversa's danc
ing involvement in 
downtown Chi
cago studios, in the 
area, and at school. 

Senior Heather Ness who sang in 
two choruses, and was the Star to Be, 
said she was glad to get involved in the 
musical because "it was fun making 
new friends and working with a group 
of dedicated people." 

The crew put in over 200 hours of 
work since the beginning of March in 
preparation of this year's performance. 

sistant band director at a high school. D' Aversa has been working with the 
musicals since freshman year, and al
though she said choreographing was 

Annie is the eighth production 
Watson has directed here at We-Go. 
Her experience is not limited to this 
school, though. She directed three 
plays at another school. 

It took six rehearsals with the cast, 
District 94 will accept his resigna

tion on May 20th . 
The perfonnances went weJI: ''The 

cast couldn't have done any better."' 
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Eighty We-go 
students in-·. :·.--., '.. . . s 

:;!·CitlCte·d Into NH 

NHS faculty advisor and 
math department chair John 
Caner felt the ceremony 
"went very well." Junior 
Jenny Mullaney said, "It was 
so excellent It's so great to 
see aU the people assembled 
together to recognize all the 
hard work. It brings mean
ing to all the work." 

If a student has a 3.0 GPA 
for at least five semesters, 
after their fifth or seventh 
semester, the student is in
vited to apply for NHS. A 
committee made up of five 
teachers reviews the appli
cations anonymously. NHS 
is based on scholarship, lead
ership, service, and charac
ter. The committee votes on 
each applicant and 3 of 5 
votes gets the student into 
NHS. 

According to senior Julie 
Kolodick, being a member 
ofNHS is beneficial in that 
it helps with scholarships 
and college applications. 

··She also enjoys the recogni
tion and good reputation that 
NHS provides. 

NHS members need to 
complete 5 hours of school 
service. School service in
cludes things like reading 
books onto tape, helping out 
at conference night and 
home ec night, Kiwanis, and 
youth commission. Near the 
end of the year, all NHS 
members complete a com
muniiy service project to-
gether. · 

By Tracy Morris 
"Each year it is my goal not to leave any

body out," said Highland. 

Community High School's annual Honors 
Night ceremony will be held on Thursday, June 
6, at 8:00pm in Weyrauch Auditorium. 

With the number of scholarships projected, 
it doesn't appear that will happen. 

There are several "to be announced" awards 
and/or scholarships, including the Lions Club, 
Wayne Fox, Teachers Association, and VFW 
scholarships. Highland tries to keep it 
unannounced if that's the way the scholar
ship sponsors request it. 

The ceremony will recognize the academic 
accomplishments of anywhere from 80-160 
members of the graduating class of 1997. 

Such accomplishments include IJJinois State 
Scholars National Merit Finalists, university 
scholarships, and "special" scholarships. 

In addition to scholarships, the Academic 
Merit Award will be awarded to students with 
24 or more credits, a "C" average or better, and 
no "F' s" on his or her high school record. 

Other"to be announced" scholarships from 
the school will be awarded by deparunents. 

The athletic department awards are slated 
to be presented first and cover military athlete 
scholarships as well as Athlete of the Year. 

AssistantPrincipalJohnHighlandhascoordi
nated the event and noted it is "strictly volun
tary . .In fact, anyone can come." 

The ceremony is expected to run near two 
hours, although Highland concedes it's been 
getting longer each year. 

In what Highland considers a night to "just 
honor the kids/' he is trying to get students 
involved any way possible, even by having 
the top ranked students read awards. 

Students who qualify for the honors should 
receive a letter of invitation from Highland 
sometime this week. 

Most students who had received a scholarship 
or wished to be in the program were responsible 
for relaying that information to Highland by 
3:15pm on Wednesday, May 14. 

Principal Dr. Alan Jones will recognize the 
monetary accomplishments of the senior class 
with the running tally of scholarship money 
awarded to the soon be graduates. 

We-go summer projects 
By Jeff Goluszka 

Community High School 
will be spending over 
$700,000 on school construe
lion over the SIUDJDt:r, pruvid
i!lg the Board of Education 
accepts all the bids. 

Three projects are planned 
for the summer, including a 
$70,000asbestos removal en
deavor that will remove the 
toxic product from the science 
and social studies halls. 

The r~moval is scheduled to 
begin on July 7 and end on 
August 12. The asbestos is 
currently between the floors, 
so the tiles will need to be 
replaced. Theasbestosreport
edly has been here since the 
70's. according to Assistant 
Superintendentrifbuildingand. 
grounds James Mast. 

Asbestos was first used for 
insulation purposes, but a law 
made it illegal to install be
cause little parlides in the as
bestos can enter the lungs and 

cause cancer. 
To remove it, floor tiles will 

need to be pulled up, and lhe 
asbes.tos will be scraped and 
chipped away, after the area 
has been protected by lrdlriers 
and negative air machines. 

PrincipalDr.AlanJonessaid 
that the asbestos has been 
checked by the health depart
ment and there is no reason for 
students to be alarmed. 

The second project involves 
remodelingthecurrentweight 
room. and building a new one 
in lincoln School. 

The$136,000 effort will ex
pand the already crowded 
weightlifting facilities. The 
existing weight room will stay 
the same, possibly with some 
equipment moved around. 

A second weight room will 
be built up in Lincoln School, 
tobesomewhatofanadvanced 
weight room. This project 
should help out athletes in 
many ways, limiting l:rowd
ingandimprovingcleanliness. 
The project is scheduled to 

begin on June 16. 
Also scheduled to begin on 

June i6 will be a roof repair 
venture that will refurbish 
damaged areas of lhe roof 
around the school. Areas of 
needed improvement include 
the sl.:imce mc;chanical room, 
the swi.ouning pool, lhe field 
house locker rooms and the 
field house. The field house 
roof repair ""ill be welcomed 
by students. W eatherpresents 
aleakingproblemasdescribed 
by sophomore Dan Young: 
''Water drips down on you [ 
and you can't breathe." 

'The roof project would go 
forward at a cost of about 
$520,000 pending on the ac
ceptance of the Board of Edu
cation,'• said Mast. 

All of the money is going to 
be taken from the Operation, 
Building and Maintenance 
fund. All the projects should 
finish by the time school starts 
again,andconsliUctionshould 
not conflict with summer ac
tivities in:Jide of the school. 
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By Allison Taylor 
Adios, au re voir, auf Wiedersehen 

Vacation. There are so many 
places to go. GreatAmerica, down
town Chicago, Wisconsin Dells, 
or Gurnee Mills. But what about 
someplace a little farther. For in
stance, Gennany, France, Spain, 
or Costa Rica. 

The foreign exchange program 
at West Chicago provides students 
with the opportunity to visit these 
far off places. Students enrolled in 
Spanish, French, or Gennan can 
participate in these programs by 
traveling to a foreign country or 
hosting an exchange student. 

This coming June, eleven Ger
man students will be traveling to 
Gunzenhausen, Germany for a 
three week visit Gunzenhausen is 
located about 2 hour north of 

Munich by train. Each of these 
students will be staying with a host 
brother or sister. They have al
ready written their host families 
and have spent months preparing 
for their trip. 

"We hold meetings once a month 
to prepare for cultural differences," 
said German teacher Terry 
Mitchell Strohm. The students 
have been preparing a slide show 
and video presentation about the 
U.S. for their families in addition 
to learning the cultural differences 
between Germany and the United 
States. 

Each We-go student will be stay
ing with a family in Gunzenhausen. 
They will be attending school and 
visiting many of the local land-

marks. During the second week of 
their stay, the Gennan families 
will be taking We-go students to 
Berchtesgaden, a town in the Alps, 
and Dachau, a concentration camp 
used by the Nazis in WWII. These 
trips are all part of the cultural 
experience one gains from the ex
change program. 

To participate in any of the for
eign exchange programs, a stu
dent must have two years or be 
currently enrolled in at least the 
second year of a language. A 
student is accepted into the pro
gram through a series offorms and 
teacher recommendations. There 
are meetings before the trip to dis
cuss customs, problems, and situ
ations a student might encounter 

while in another country. Hours 
of preparation go into the program 
to insure everything will run 
smoothly. 

Twenty-three We-go students 
visited France during the spring of 
19%. They stayed with families 
in Grenoble, France for the dura
tion of their trip and had a chance 
to visit Paris. "It was really weird 
to be in places you never thought 
you'dbe,"saidElizabethPatterson, 
a junior who participated in the 
French exchange program. 

Those students participating in 
the Spanish exchange program vis
ited Spain during April of 1997. 
Due to a mess up with the travel 
agency, they only stayed for 12 
days, instead of 17. However, 

• 

Kari Keyzer, a junior who partici
pated in the program, said it was a 
great experience. She feels she 
learned a great deal from her trip 
and she is looking forward to host
ing her "sister" this September. 

Many students host the same per
son they stay with, since they de
velop a close relationship with 
them. The French students visited 
We-go in April, and many of them 
stayed with We-go students who 
traveled to France in the spring of 
1996. 

"The [exchange] program is one 
of the best programs I've been 
associated with," said Strohm. "It 
leaves a lasting impact with the 
student." 

the heat is on sentor survey By Kelley Bett<; 

The weather is gelling warmer. fair-skinned or have red or blond won't heal. 
the sun is shining longer, and yes, hair . . Severe sun burns can lead to When exposed to too much sun, 
summer is just around the comer. the development of skin cancer. otherskinproblemscanarise. Skin 
With spring 's special bonuses Those at the highest risk of devel- can become red and scaly in cer- .---------------. 

. comes the need for people to go oping skin cancer are people who tain areas. These areas may even-
out and tan. are outdoors often. tually develop into skin cancer. A senior poll was given out on 

Some choose to use tanning oil, Ninety percent of all cases of Skin cancer is rare in childhood, April 9. asking all seniors about 
others use baby oil, some use just skin cancer occur on parts of the but the rates are beginning to rise. their plans after high school. 
water, but few think of using sun body that are most exposed to the It has been known to develop in 157 out of 363 seniors at We-go 
screen. sun such as the arms and face. people in their teens and older. responded, 148 of which plan on 
The sun feels nice but can cause Skin cancer can be avoided by Those who tend to bum severely going through the graduation cer-

a lot of damage. Skin cancer is the staying out of the sun from 10 a.m. and blister are more likely to de- emony. 
most common sun-related disease to 3 p.m. when it is at its strongest. velop skin cancer. Family history 138 students plan on attending 
and it does not only happen to When out in the sun, skin should ofcanceralsoincreasestheriskof college this fall. Someofthemost 
people who are older. All ages are be protected by using sunscreen skin cancer. popular choices for college are 
susceptibletodevelopingskincan- withanS.P.F. factorof15ormore. Protection from the sun is im- C.O.D,ISU,SIU,NIU,IowaState, 
cer, which is why no one is ever It also helps to wear clothing that portant especially with the dete- nd U of I. There are 34 different 
too young to know how to prevent will keep the body cool but cover rioration of the ozone layer. The colleges that seniors plan on at-
it. it too. Summer may seem like a amount of ultraviolet rays enter- I Schools I tending, ranging from Ohio to 

Researchers believe there may time to wear clothes that barely ing the aunosphere are increasing, . . Arizona to Alabama and one in 
be a connection between severe cover the body, but it be better to which increases the risk of skin Japan. 
sun bums which include blistering cover it because you want to, not cancer. • 116 seniors will attending pub-

Private, in state I' h 1 d 21 '11 tte d 
in childhood and the development because you have to. Skin cancer can be treated if it's IC sc 00 s, an WI a n a 
of skin cancer. Those who burn to Skin cancer is noticeable and detected early. The only way to II Private, out of state private school. 71 seniors are go-
the point of blistering have more rather easy to detect. It most often avoid it is to protect the body from llli] Public, in state ainttgentodaa24Yyeearar scschhooool,lan5d s6e50w1.0irlsl 
of a tendency to develop skin can- appears as a mole that changes the sun. · 
cer. size, shape, or color, an abnormal All information provided by The U] Public, out of state plan on going to a tech school, and 

People are more likely to bum growth on the skin, spots that American Cancer Society. 70 plan on going t~ a junior c~l-
severely from the sun if they are change in color, or a sore that l~ge: Of those semors, 112 will r------------- --------------------------- 'llV~JnStat~,a~d23outofstate. 57 
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Letters to the Editor 
Schools are wrong 

By Terry Robert Y ormark II 

This may not be much of a sur
prise to some of you, but the 
schools are wrong and so is our 
education. As I grow older and 
the days pass, I realize certain 
things in the curricul urn are point
less. 

We've already learned "how to 
work with others, share, and stu
dent responsibilities." Today stu
dents are being taught things they 
will never see when they leave the 
classroom. 

After a test, information teach
ers spent weeks to prepare is lost. 
In the real world we won't have to 
worry about imaginary numbers, 
Elizabethan Eng! ish, or mole con
versions. The students' and teach
ers' valuable time is being thrown 
away. 

Sophomore year in English 
class, Mr. Courtney taught me 
something I' II never forget: "Each 
day when you go home think of 
something you learned in every 
class. Going back and thinking 
abom what you learned will help 
you remember what was taught." 

Sounds simple enough. This 
worked for a litlle while, but then 
I started to have a hard time doing 
this. I couldn't think of a single 
thing I learned third hour. Next 
week fourth hour drew a blank. 
Over time I realized it was a spe
cial day if I learned something 

A final thought 

Dear Editor, 
As I ride off into the sunset, 
many times my thoughts tum to 
how it could have been. 
What if I had been Caucasian or 
Asian? Would I have been 
allowed to continue coaching 
basketball, football, or golf? 
Would the administration have 
treated me differently? 
I feel that my many years of 
playing team sports, coaching, 
and organizing could have been 
put to better use. I wonder how 
many coaches were all staters 
in track and football and played 
on a state championship B.B. 
team or won city golf titles? 
How many have worked in 
their community as an orga-
nizer and volunteer for more 
than half of their life? 
While raising a family of 5, of 
which four are college gradu-
ates and one a machinist, I 
accepted a lot of mental abuse, 
because I wac; taught at an early 
age how to survive. 
I would like to thank the many 
students and staff who accepted 
my guidance and friendship. I 
can only wish them God speed. 

Coach Wilbert Walters 

new in any of my classes. There 
is obviously something wrong 
here. 

How can a student pay atten
tion to a class that begins, "This 
has no application in life whatso
ever, we are just doing this for 
fun"? 

Why do we spend time learn
ing about !JCrfect competition 
in economtcs when it doesn't 
exist? What about imaginary 
numbers? When I go to the 
local fruit stand, I don't ask for 
-i apples. 

For fun I count dimes with 
Sprint's commercials, but I do it 
on the imaginary number sys
tem. Now there's some savings. 
Join Sprint and save 34i*3 dimes 
per long distance call! 

We're learning too much for 
our own good. 

"When you think about life and 
what a single math concept means 
that we'll never use, it's funny," 
says senior AnnaleaJimmo. It's 
not funny, it's disgusting. 

The schools continue to teach 
the same material that make us 
throw our pens down and slam 
our heads on the desks. The sad 
thing is it will always be this way 
unless we, as students, speak up. 

How many times have you lis
tened to a lecture and asked your
self, "And when will I use this?" 

How many times have you stopped 
taking notes because you realized 
it's just a bunch of words on the 
board? 

know." 
But ask ... "What's the deriva

tive of 5x*3-2x*2+ I?" 
Before the blink of an eye some

one shouts, "15x*2-4x." This problem is not the teach
ers'. Whether you realize it or 
not, this school has some of the 
finest teachers around. I am grate
ful I've had the chance to be taught 
by such great people. They al
ways try their hardest to keep us 
going through this curriculum the 
legislatures and colleges require. 

The courses are planned out and 
the teachers must follow guide
lines the people in the offices cre
ate. It's not their fault they assign 
fifty note cards of research in one 
week, sixty pages of reading, or 
35 of the hardest problems. They 
have to keep on the schedules the 
people wearing suits and ties make 
up. 

I'd like to see some of these 
lawmakers, college directors, and 
board members try some "fun" 
calculus problems. I'd like to 
have them translate lines from 
some 400 year-old play. Come 
on, it's getting nuts. 

Why are we being taught rates 
at which objects fill up when we 
can't even make plans for the 
weekend? 

"So guys, what are we doing 
tonight?" 

"Uh huh uh huh huh, I don't 

Have you ever written an essay 
and stopped in the middle of your 
paper asking yourself how many 
m's and r's are in "tomorrow"? 
Then you ask yourself, "Why am 
I in a high school AP English 
class if I can't even spell a simple 
word?" It's because weare being 
taught the wrong material. 

I have a new list of class re
quirements for the incoming fresh
men, the year of200 1: three years 
of Internet; two years of Making 
Plans; two years of spelling; two 
years of typing; one year of man
aging money; one year of Being 
Courteous; and one year of Deal
ing with people. 

I offer this solution or one that 
might not seem as popular. No 
school. Yeah, it seems absolutely 
crazy on the outside, but give me 
a chance. I wouldn't normally 
agree with such a proposal either, 
but our time could be better spent. 

I was coming back from Ft. Lau
derdale after a weekend of fish
ing. On the plane I sat next to a 23 
year-old black man. My inten
tions were to sleep on the flight, 
but it turned out we talked for the 
entire three hour flight. I learned 

R.I.P. IGAP testing 
By Dan Horyn 

I embarked on a journey to containing the state of lllinois. but at the same time, in the 
prove that exit exams are the Look at the suburbs of Chicago. course of one year, that school 
best way to evaluate a school's Some cities are familiar. You might have improved the 
educational program. see "rich" cities, you see towns student by light years. 
I returned with ammunition to that have problems. Biannual testing needs to be 
argue why exit exams are Generally, schools inherit addressed. It could chart a 
nothing but a waste of time, students that pattern city demo- student's growth over one year. 
money, and effort. graphics. Take a north shore A north shore school might 
Presently, twenty-one states school for example. score high overall, but at the 
require their students pass a A ton of money, very little crime, same time, its students may 
high school proficiency test to and consequently good kids. So improve very little. Conse-
graduate. naturally, a north shore school quently, that school's educa-
And now that West Chicago would receive a high score on an tiona! program is not doing a 
has let the IGAPs rest in peace, exit exam. quality job of developing its 
one could speculate that a few But take a school in a bad suburb students. 
years from now, We-go of Chicago. Gangs, unemploy- A voiding standardized testing 
students may be forced to take a ment, drugs. like the I GAPs or exit exams 
proficiency test. Do these kids have a prayer at will save a tremendous amount 
At first I said bravo. It appeared scoring higher than the good old of state education money. 
the only way students would north shore? No. But that isn't The biannual tests could be 
take required tests seriously the fault of the teachers. That's written by the district, approved 
was if there were a penalty for demographics, economics. by the state, and administered at 
poor performance. A penalty So what's being evaluated? the school. 
such as denied graduation. Definitely not the educational The biannual tests could be part 
But after talking to students, program. Simply put, it is only a of the final exam to ensure that 
teachers, and department heads student's knowledge that is being students take them seriously. 
Tom McCann and John Carter, tested. Remember how many people 
I took the bravo back. How can we possibly know how treated the I GAPs like a joke? 
An exit exam evaluates the much a student learns during the So maybe standardized testing 
knowl.edge of a school's student course of one school year if all isn't the most controversial 
body, but does it evaluate the he or she takes is one exit exam. thing in the world to discuss. 
educational program? The How is the progress evaluated? But at the same time, it affects 
teachers? Sure, the school in the bad us all at Community High 
The answer to .those questions suburb of Chicago might receive School. So give it a little 
is no. Grab an atlas, preferably a poor score on a statewide test, thought. 
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more from talking to this business
man than I did practically all year 
in school. 

It turns out this guy was a mil
lionaireand still attending the Uni
versity of Miami. He lived in the 
worst ghettos in Miami and worked 
his way through the social classes. 
He faces constant racism every time 
he walks through a door to make a 
sale. 

This conversation proved to me 
more than any lecture I've heard in 
the classroom. 

After this lesson, I thought about 
what I learned on the four-day va
cation. I realized school is keeping 
me, my brothers, sister, and friends 
from learning what is really impor
tant in life. If we didn't have that 
Friday and Monday off of school, I 

· wouldhaveneverbeenonthatplane 
and had that motivational conver
sation. 

School is keeping us away from 
where we learn the most; other 
people in the real world. Every 
time I take a test of analyzing 
Shakespeare, another plane is tak
ing off. Another lesson is lost, 
another story untold. 

Maybe someday the schools will 
realize what I already have. 

The schools are wrong! 
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Time doesn't stop ticking Dead for a day 
By Hannah Kenny 

By Dan Young 

Wow. Summer vacation is only 
15 days away ,and I can't wait to get 
out of this school. That is probably 
running through your mind right 
now, as the countdown reaches into 
the teens. However, what are you 
going to do when summer vacation 
is in full swing? 

won't make the summer fun, un
less you are a pure couch potato. 
Making money and new friends 
would be something enjoyable or 
productive, but if you do anything 
at all, the next best thing might be 
to take the summer off. 

self, but your friends could make it 
a lot more fun to surf the web. 

You also could check out col
leges you are interested on the 
world wide web, but not all infor
mation may come up on your moni
tor. You might get some cool facts 
which you may use, but the best bet 
on this is to visit your guidance 
counselor. If you talk to them now, 
they could give you loads of infor
mation and help you solve some of 
your future problems. 

S.A.D.D. held the annual D-Day 
on May 15 to raise the awareness of 
how many people die as a result of 
drunkdrivingaccidentseachday. I 
was one of the 70 randomly chosen 
to represent the number of kids 
killed each day because of driving 
under the influence. 

might be your best friend. 
Being dead for a day helped 

me realize when I get into a car 
with a person under the influ
ence, I am risking lives. My life 
was "taken, .. but I never lost it. 
I could still hear and see and 
think. 

There are mill ions of possibilities 
your parents would actually like 
you to try. One thing would be to 
get a job. This may burn some of 
your precious summertime, but then 
again, money is very good to have 
when you want to do something or 
buy 'something. 
If the long sum mer hours may not 

seem the way to go, you can always 
work part-time. You still earn 
money, and this option gives you 
more time to waste around the house 
which leads to another option. 

The less time you spend watch
ing TV or playing your computer, 
the more time you have doing some
thing productive or something fun 
with your friends. Just hanging out 

There are lots of trips you could 
take to places both near and far. 
Great-America and Magic Wa
ters are really close. 

You could take a trip to Indiana, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Ken
tucky, or Missouri,andenjoy your
self in a different state. In Indiana, 
you travel to Indiana Beach, or 
head to the Dunes. 'In Michigan 
and Wisconsin, you could fish or 
go swimming. Kentucky has the 
Kentucky Derby and beautiful 
hills. Missouri has many lakes, 
and you could visit their sports 
teams. 

Another thing you might want 
to check out is the internet with or 
without your friends. It probably 
wouldbemoreproductivebyyour-

As the summer comes closer, 
there are more things to do your 
creative minds could think of. The 
number one thing to remember is if 
you don't be careful and get seri
ously injured, you might not come 
back here at all. You could be 
stuck in a hospital bed for the rest 
of your life, so watch what you are 
doing. If it isn't safe, don't do it. 
Don't waste your life on some stu
pid stunt to impress your friends. 

Sowhateveryoudooverthesum
mer, have a fun, safe time. 

Senior reflections 

People take others for granted, 
but there is the possibility the loud
mouth in your class or your locker 
neighbor might not show up one 
day because of somcone's stupid
ity. You might not be best friends 
with everyone you know, but the 
death of a schoolmate will leave an 
abyss in your everyday life. 

Yeah, class will be a little bit 
quieter, and you'll have more el
bow room at your locker, but it was 
somebody's best friend, 
someb,ody' s child that died because 
of ignorance. 

When someone steps into the 
driver's seat of a car drunk, they are 
gambling with not only their own 
life, but every other life on the road. 

People who die in drunk-driving 
accidents aren't always the drunks 
walking out of a bar, or the wild 
teenagers coming home from a 
party. More often than not, it's the 
little girl, or a father. One day it 

When I was asked to be dead, 
I complied, thinking it would 
be easy not talk to anyone all 
day, but people asked me ques
tions. I tried my hardest not to · 
answer, but I wouldn't even 
have the choice if I were dead. 
Even others wouldn't have the 
choice to talk to me. 

Pretending to be dead was 
unrealistic. People don't get 
their lives back at the end of the 
day and prance merrily home. 

I don't think drinking is a 
problem until people start to act 
irresponsibly. There is nothing 
wrong with having a drink at a 
party, if you think before you 
drink. 

It's not hard to make plans to 
spend the night, or to designate 
a driver. 

It is also not hard to become a 
potential murderer when you 
drink and drive. 

By Tracy Morris 
Lessons to learn throughout life 

Surely you've seen the posters. 
All I really need to know about 
life I learned in Kindergarten, all 
I really need to know about life I 
learned from Star Trek, or from 
my dog, or from my imaginary 
friend, or from my toaster. 

The fact is all of the above have 
great merit since there's some
thing to be learned from in every
thing. That's one thing I've 
learned over the last four years in 
high school. 

Even when I thought my time 
was being wasted or I was learn
ing nothing, I was actually learn
ing more than I ever learned in 
text books. Some of my class
mates thought just because our 
teacher wasn't regurgitating ev-

By Dan Horyn 

I came into this school thin as a 
rail with wide eyes and no clue. I 
leave a chiseled man, ready to 
conquer the world: tougher than 
the Ultimate Warrior, Hulk 
Hogan, Hacksaw Jim Duggan, 
Cher. 

This institution has been the 
army for me- preparing me to 
fight the battle of college, life, 
marriage, retirement. 

And though I look back at it 
with teary eyes and a wavering 
voice, I refuse to cry. I simply 
wish to reminisce, to remember, 
reflect, look ahead. Grover Cleve
land was the twenty-second presi
dent of the United States. The 
derivative or 12x is 12. Yes, I 
learned a volume of know ledge in 
my hey-day at We-go. 

ery lousy word from a text book 
we weren'tlearning. If they had 
quit their complaining for a mil
lisecond to take in what the 
teacher was saying, they may 
have accidentally messed up and 
learned something in school. 
I have watched as my classmates 

bickered about how off the topic 
the teacher was or simply tuned 
him or her out until a better topic 
came along. 

It's funny to me now, because 
those are the same students who 
object to the teacher actually talk
ing about math or science or so
cial studies. Actually, it's not 
funny. It's kind of sad, really, to 
knowthesepeoplecan'tdigalittle 
deeper to realize class isn't a total 

waste of their time. They honestly 
need it spelled out for them on a 
billboard before they will take no
tice to learning something. 

Too often in high school, learn
ing is associated with tests or grades 
or progress reports. This attitude is 
directly related to the point of view 
of, "Teach me what it says in the 
book, let me do my homework 
exactly that way, give me an "A" 
and let me get out of your hair so 
you can stay out of mine." Trans
lation: I'm takingtheeasywayout 
and getting nothing out of the edu
cation that is being provided for 
me. 

Learning isn't just fonnulas and 
definitions, it's more about les
sons for the future. 

The definition of learn is "to gain 
knowledge or understanding of or 
skill in by study, instruction, or 
experience." Study and instruction 
cover the book smarts part oflearn
ing, but the experience part is in
valuable. 

My advice to underclassmen, use 
each and every insignificant expe
rience as an excuse to learn some
thing. 

When the kid in the hallway 
knocksyouoveranddoesn'tbother 
to say "excuse me," make a note to 
be a little less rude to someone 
sometime. Trytoseeyourteacher's 
point of view when he or she gives 
you a detention you don't believe 
you deserved. Spend lesstime com
plaining, moaning, groaning, nag-

A final manifesto 
Wisdom, though. How much 

wiser am I? I know now it is better 
to listen then to speak (Proverbs). 
Better to help than to be helped, 
better to give than to get. 

I know now what it takes to 
make it in the world: a lot Ed 
McMahon gives away only one 
ten million dollar check a year, so 
I'd best know how to make money. 

Money. That is whathigh school 
taught me: it is important to make 
money. No, maybe not. 

High School taught me, more 
than anything else, more than 
Grov..er Cleveland, Cher, or the 
derivative ·of 12x, that friends 
are ... Everything? No. Neces
sary? Vital? Yes. Withoutfriends 
we are peanut butter without jelly, 
ham without cheese, life without 

love. And that's pretty scary. But 
howdoesthathelpyou? How does . 
a dumb manifesto by an idiot named 
Dan Horyn change your life? 

Maybe not at all. I know I've 
always tried to write life-changing 
words, but it doesn't always work 
out like that. 

But if you're going to remember 
anything I've ever written before 
you throw the newspaper out, re
member that your friends are your 
legs. 

Sure, you can make it in life 
without legs, but imagine the diffi
~ulty, the painful dragging. 

Andnowrememberyourfriends. 
Midweek crises. Problems at 
home. Friday nights with nothing 
to do. 

And now thank God that you had 

the orivilege to share those times 
with them. Without friends during 
these times you would have been 
pulling your way through filthy, 
painful, stinking much. And not 
even Ed McMahon could have 
made you smile. 

Value your friends like the Green 
Bay residents do their Packers. 
Don't let your ten year reunion be 
the next time you see your best 
friend. 

Yeah, we get busy. Jobs, boyu 
friends, girlfriend, husbands, wives, 
pet cats named Snowball. There 
aren't enough hours in a day. 

But, think about busy, then think 
about Tom Hanks in Joe Versus the 
Volcano. He was pitiful. 

The man worked under artificial 
light, drank bad coffee, and lived in 

ging, crying, and more time 
learning. 

Bottom line: When you least 
expect to learn, make a mental 
note that you just did. Itdoesn 't 
have to be a grand revelation 
you share with your shrink or 
your lunch table buddies. Spend 
some time reflecting every once 
in a while, and don't wait until 
you're old and wise like me. 

Seniors, if you haven't done 
so yet, get on it before it's too 
late to share your wisdom with 
others. 

Oh, and if you get a chance, 
thank that special teacher or 
two for something they prob
ably have no idea they taught 
you. Maybe that will teach 
them something, too. 

a desk. He had nothing, no one. 
Then he got a brain cloud, got 

sent to an island to jump in a 
volcano, and in the process met 
Meg Ryan. 

And his entire countenance 
changed. He'd found love and a 
reason to live. His peanut butter 
sandwich fmally found jelly. 

So maybe this is hokey or a 
little long winded, but it's the 
last thing I'll ever write-for the 
Wildcat Chronicle. 

Remember the trip you took 
up the ladder of high school life. 
Your friends were there at the 
beginning,they'rewithyounow. 

Thank you for listening to my 
manifesto. I feel blessed to have 
gone to a school like West Chi
cago. 
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The Fifth Element a fine film New blues 
By Jeff Goluszka 

A perfect woman, a cab driver 
and a priest. Though they're 
not exactly your idea of heroes 
that must save the world, it is 
their task in The Fifth Element. 

At first, the alien woman, 
named Leeloo (Milia 
Jovovich), the defiant and 
dauntless cab driver named 
Korben Dallas (Bruce Willis) 
and Cornelius, the priest (Ian 
Holm), all are against each 
other, but eventually make a 
good team in another Bruce 
Willis-fights-all movie. 

There is the all-mighty Zorg 
(Gary Oldman) that leads his 
own little army, the utterly im
mense number of space mon
sters that just destroy every
thing. Oh, and don't forget the 
big ball of fire larger than the 
moon, headed straight for Earth 
from space at thousands of 
miles per hour. 

This improbable storyline 
starts out with a purpose that is 
somewhat confusing. Even if 
Dallas and company can defeat 
Zorg and the space mutants, it 
won't matter. What about the 
gigantic ball of fire, you ask? 

Two-hundred and fifty years 
in the future, the army and gov
ernment see the massive frre
ball hurling towards earth, and 
immediate! y think, "Let's shoot 
some nuclear weapons at it" 

The ball enlarges by 200 per
cent, killing the army ships, 

and they think all is lost. 
In the past, even before the fire

ball, the aliens tell the people on 
Earth evil willcomein3,000years, 
and they will come with it. They 
will bring a "supreme being," 
which is the fifth element, and 
supposed to magically stop the 
evil. · 

When the aliens return to Earth 
the space mutants shoot down their 
ship, under direction from Zorg, 
and it crashes into Earth, leaving a 
lone survivor. The government 
takes the little creature that is about 
the size of a large boom box, into a 
laboratory. 

A very unusual thing happens, 
using science fiction technology, 
a great brainstorm idea from 
writer/director Luc Besson. 

The finished science project is 
Leeloo, who is just happens to be 
the "perfect" specimen of a 
woman, dropping mouths open 
all over the lab room. She starts 
speaking out in an unknown lan
guage, and bouncing all over the 
place in a cell boarded by un
breakable glass, but immediately 
breaks out. 

This movie turns comedic when 
we meet Ruby Rhod, played by 
the hysterical Chris Tucker. 

Rhod follows Dallas around, and 
acts like a little sissy most of the 
time. He's always screaming, or 
shouting out some stupid phrase, 
creating a movie that could be 
categorized as a science fiction 

By Kelley Betts 

Classic beat of blues/rock mu
sic hits home on rising star Jonny 
Lang's album Lie To Me. This 12 
song album featuresLang'samaz
ing talent for the guitar and ma
ture voice. After listening to just 
one song, it is easy become ad
dicted to this classic sound. 

Even more astounding, Lang is 
just16 years old. Talent like his is 
hard to find at such a young age. 

The a1bum opens up with the 
debut song titled, "Lie to Me." 
Lang introduces his hard work 
and talent and proves he's not just 

action comedic romance. another kid trying to make it big. 
The acting in The Fifth Element His voice sounds like he's older 

is excellent, some of the best this and the emotion he puts in the 
year in a movie. There are no bad songs proves he loves what he is 
actors, and the action sequences doing. 
are remarkable. Track two slows down the pace 

This was probably Besson's best with "Darker Side," blues-sound
film to date. Other's he has done, ingmixedwithalinlebitofjazzto 
like "La Femme Nikita" and "The it The true talent of Lang comes 
Specialist," were not close to the through on this song. 
highqualityofthismotionpicture. Track three picks up the pace 

Willis did another exceptional with Lang's version of "Good 
job, and teams up well with a MorningLittleSchoolGirl." Lang 
woman, unlike in some of his other is probably the only singer who 
efforts like "Die Hard 3" when he isn't lying when he says " .. .I'm a 
was partners with Samuel L. Jack- little school boy too ... " 
son, or in "12 Monkeys" when he Track five picks up an old Ike 
co-starred with Brad Pitt. Turner song, "Matchbox" with a 

Thiswon'tbethelastyouhearof new flavor. Lang does a guitar 
Milia Jovovich. She could be a · soloandshowsoffhistalentjusta 
great actress someday, unless she little more. 
already is after this movie. Lang has always liked the sound 

Thisisn'tagreatfilm,anditmay of blues. At the age of 12, he 
be stupid, far-fetched and beyond attended a Bad Medicine Blues 
belief, but it's also exciting, funny Band concert and the lead guitar
and certainly not boring. ist, Ted Larsen captured Lang's 

*** 

attention. 
Lang began taking lessons from 

Larsen and soon became the leader 
of Bad Medicine. The band re
named themselves Kid Jonny and 
the Big Band. 

They released Smokin', an inde
pendent album and sold more than 
25,000 copies. 

Larsen joins Lang on Lie ToMe 
playing rhythm guitar on a few 
tracks. 

Lang picks up the classic flavor 
with his own twist performing 70's 
great Sye Johnson's "Back for a 
Taste of Your Love." 

Lang is quickly climbing up the 
popularity ladder being #22 out of 
25 on Tower Records' top twenty
fiveC.D.'sin the weekofMay 12. 

Lang's song "Lie to Me" has 
also been played on a few radio 
stations. 

This 16 year old with amazing 
talent is sure to make noise when 
the word gets around. 

Blur into the future Protein is good for you By Jeff Goluszka 

By Dan Young 

Hey everybody, Protein is go
ing to go on sale soon. You 
probably never heard of Pro
tein, and that's because Protein 
is brand stanking new. 

However, Protein is so good 
you might want to check them 
out real soon, because they have 
an excellent blend of guitars. 

Protein's songs were cer
tainly different and enjoy
able. The guitarplaying was 
excellent in their new CD, 
Ever Since I was a Kid, and 
the songs were pretty good. 

Three songs stood out 
from the rest, which are "My 
Blood," "Slightly Bitchy 
Philosopher Dream Chick 
Meets the Insecure Martian 
Prophet," and "In Half." 

After listening to the CD, 
I was struck with awe. Pro
tein was surprisingly good. 

The first song off their 
debut album, entitled "My 
Blood," was very good. 
They are normally ex
tremely fast, then there are 
parts were they play slow little 
jingles. 

Their style is enjoyable and 
really different compared to the 
other groups on the air today. 
The difference is Protein stops 
and starts with the guitar no 
other group uses, and when 
those jingles are combined with 
the lyrics to Protein's songs, it 
comes acros~ as an excellent 
young group. 

Another good song was 
"Slightly Bitchy Philosopher 
Dream Chick Meets the Insecure 
Martian Prophet." This is the 
longest title I have ever seen , but 
the song itself doesn't really make 
a lot of sense unless you listen to 
it a lot 

Singer Josh Zee doesn't men-

tion anything about dream chicks 
or Martian prophet and the song 
is an a1ternative for what is on the 
radio right now. The song lasts 
for almost five minutes and the 
beginning is puzzling. 

Zee starts the song by saying 
"Seeing her was like seeing Christ, 
like a little drummer boy seeing 
Christ, except I'm not a drum
mer, and she isn't Christ." The 
group then heads into rocking gui-

Throw The Beatles, Counting 
Crows, Oasis, Collective Soul, 

tar playing and more weird quotes The Offspring and Everclear in a 
which don't really apply to the blender, and you have the sound 
song. of Blur's new self-titled album. 

The CD was very good, and the Blur's 7th album features a very 
spacing between the three excel- diverse style of music from their 
lent songs was just right. traditional European alternative 

Some of their lyrics don't make a music. They show signs of every
lot of sense, but that doesn't really thing from hard rock to 70's retro 
matter. Most of the songs have a style. 

nice guitar sound, al- This album starts off with a song 
though some of the called "Beetlebum", and it's very 
songs have the heavy Beatlesque. Lead singer Damon 
sounding guitar with Albarn sounds like a dead ringer 
more bass than the oth- for Paul McCartney. The Oasis
ers. Anexampleofthis like music sounds as if it were 
is "In Half," which was taken straight from the '60's. 
an excellent song in its "Beetlebum" is followed by a 
own right. · song that will make you think you 

The CD has a weird switched the CO's. "Song 2" is 
cover and it looks as their current radio hit, and their 
though it was produced video is on the daily schedule on 
by a kid withg the pic- MTV. 
ture of a little plastic GI The music in "Song 2" is similar 
Joe. to recent hits from Collective Soul 

Protein is Zee, Russ and The Offspring. 
Violet and Dan Thomp- Track 4 is entitled "M.O.R.," 
son. Thompson mans andisagoodsong,possiblyBiur's 
the drums and is the next release. It's a very complex 
back-upvocalist, while song, and has many different in

Zee writes the lyrics while playing struments and sounds to it. There 
lead guitar. Violet cues in with is a digital part, with a synthe
bass guitar and a couple of inserts sizer, mini-drum solos, then gui
on certain songs. tarschimeinwithNoelGallagher-
lf you would like more informa- like vocals. 

tion on the Protein Fan Club, you The sixth track, called "Them 
can check it out on-line at http:// From Retro," and that's what it is, 
www.sony.com or e-mail them at if anything. It has an organ and a 
Larrikin@pacillcne.t.net. . keyboard playing scary, creepy 

YoualsocouldwntetoProtemat horror movie-type music. There 
Fan Club Protein 8391 Beverly is a huge echo on the vocals while 
Blvd. #298 Los Angeles, CA Albarncallsoutsoundslike"Lay" 
90048. and "Ahh." 

"Death Of A Party" is a very 

somber song. It starts out with 
"The death of a party came as no 
surprise. Why did we bother? 
Shoulda stayed away ... Go to an
other party, and hang myself." 
Too much death in this song for 
me. 

The pace of the album quickly 
heightens when track nine, "Chi
nese Bombs," begins. It's a very 
fast-paced song, and in my opin
ion, a great song. 

The bad thing is that Blur shows 
another example of low stamina 
for fast songs. About as long is it 
took you to read the last three 
paragraphs is about as long as the 
song. 

Track 14, the last one, is titled 
"Essex Dogs." It has no beat, no 
rhythm, just a bunch of instru
ments going at their own pace, 
and somehow sounds good. The 
guitar is like a train engine. It goes 
really fast, then low and slow. 

After about four minutes, the 
song turns into a blabber of noise 
that stops silent and starts again 
twice, going on for an unbeliev
able 11 minutes and 24 seconds. 

Overall, it's a good album, but 
Blur should work on one solid 
type of music. The music is so 
different from track to track, that 
you can't keep track. 

Also, they show no stamina in 
their faster songs like "Song 2," 
which is only 2:01, "M.O.R.," is 
only 3:24 and "Chinese Bombs" 
is only 1:22. 

Blur could be a good hard rock 
band, butmostoftheirgoodsongs 
are over before I could say 
"Rumplestilskin." 
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Lady cats kicking torwards goal -The birdie has 
By Hannah Kenny 

The Lady cat' s soccer team will 
play Dekalb on Saturday, May 
24, in their first sectional game 
the girls varsity soccer has made 
it to, and the first game this year. 

Junior mid-fielder Colleen 
Nemo says they are confident 
playing against Dekalb, even 
though they lost to them on . 
Senior Katie Madden, stopper 
and captain, feels the team of 19 
players has stared to prove them
selves as a whole, and they are a 

· team to be dealt with. 
Coach Julio Del Real said the 

team has a lot to gain at this 
point, and hopes the team ad
vances far even though it will be 
tough. 

Their9-5-l standing is the best 
record since junior mid-fielder 
Trisha Tinnes' freshman year on 
the t-eam, owing to the many 
abilities, she said. 

It's the best season the team 
has ever had in Madden's four 
year experience. "Every team 
has their high and low points," 

she said, but the team is on the 
rise again. 
Del Real agrees this has been the 

Kristey Resen, defense, and 
Stephanie Perenna, mid-fielder 
have done phenomenal, and are 
the best freshman players ever, 
according to Del Real. 

The younger players have 
"played excellent and have re
ally come through in scoring 
goals," said Del Real. 

The Ladycats have had a great 
season, but some games that 
stand out are the wins against 
Glenbard East, 4-0, Wheaton 
North, 2-1,and Glenbard North, 

_ 3-1, all conference games be-
Freshman K1m Olsen plays defense dunng an . , ' 

intense game cause of the gtrl s teamwork. 
best year in the history of girls The 8-1 win against Fenton 
soccer at We-Go. He thinks this is was a highlight of the season 
due to the excellent quality of the when junior forward center 
players, and working as a team. Esther Gonzales scored a goal 

Madden also says the most sig- with a header. 
nificant thing they learned this year The goal for the team is to win 
was crossing and finishing plays. more than 10 games and 

The three freshmen gained this regionals this season. 
year are an "asset to the team in Their final game before 
helping win games," said Mad- sectionals was on Monday night 
den. Kim Olsen, center forward, against , but the new standing 

was unavailable at press time. 

flown 
By Tracy Morris 

The Ladycat badminton team 
closed the door on its 1997 season 
on Friday, May 9, failing to send a 
member downstate from 
sectionals. 

Singles players Kathy York and 
Melissa Kern, along with the 
doubles combos of Heather 
Horsley/lulie Kolodick and Roxy 
Rohrbackffanya Austin, com
peted against four other schools at 
the sectional meet. 

Four of the seeds at the tourna
ment, one of which was We-go, 
were DuPage Valley Conference 
teams. 

Head coach Lavora Singleton 
said meeting up with Wheaton
Warrenville South, Glenbard 
North, and Wheaton North in a 
sectional setting is frustrating. 

Singleton noted that all the 
Ladycats played well, including 

two losses in the tournament. 
Prior to sectionals, the Ladycats 

doubles teams had to compete for 
spots in the tournament. There 
wasonlyroom fortwooftheteams, 
meaning one would be left out. 

That team ended up being the 
freshman-sophomore duo ofLinda 
Xiong and 1 essica Inch. They 
didn't give up their spot without a 
fight, though, which impressed 
Singleton. 

"I expected those six people 
(York, Kern, Horsley, Kolodick, 
Rohrback, and Austin) to win their 
positions easily," said Singleton. 

The fact that the youngsters gave 
the veterans a run for their money 
leads Singleton to believe they'll 
have a strong program ahead of 
them. 

"We had basically a very young 
team," said Singleton. "If thirteen 

Girls track lacks experience 
York, Kern, and Horsley, who had 
sectional experience from last year. 

"On any given day, anyone is 
heatable," said Singleton, "and we 
were more heatable." 

freshman stay with us we'll be 
very competitive." 

That competitiveness should 
carry over into the DVC tourna
ment next year, allowing the team 
to creep out of the cellar even 
more. 

By Dan Young 

How would you feel if you were 
coaching a team with almost no 
experience, but a lot of young tal
ent? That might be okay if you 
were coaching another sport, but 
in trackexperiencecountsbig time. 

Lack of girls is definitely a prob
lem. Robin Leary has 3 stress 
fractures, and Lexie Nussbaum is 
injured. The girls were missing 
athletes in the 100, 200, 400 and 
3200meterruns. Alloftheyounger 
athletes are being held down at the 
JN level, so the number of girls on 
Varsity is a lot less than it should 
be. Some athletes are doubling up 
for different events, and won't be 
as fresh as nonnal. 

This girls track team is waiting 
for its young talent to grow up, and 
they took a huge step in the 
right direction on May 9th,as 
they competed against the 
DVC's best. The girls Var-
sity line-up consists of Janine 
Morris in the triple jump, 
Andrea Beutjer in the 300 
hurdles, Becky Blenkle in 
both the lOOand 300 hurdles, 
Joycelyn Schinellerand Shan-
non Baker in the shot put and 
the disc, Leslie Harlson in 
the triple jump. The distance 
trio of Angie Johnson, Mel-
issa Petrowich and Amanda 
Petrowich cover the 800 and 
1600. 

Even though the girls 
couldn't get out of the cellar 
in the competion, the younger 
girls got needed experience 
for the future. The JN fin
ished in 6th place, where they 

jump, the 800 medley of got 3rd, 
Francesca Smith took 6th in the 
hundred. The4by200meterrelay 
of took 6th, sophomore Tressa 
Leach took 3rd in the 400, D.C. 
Abante took 5th in the 400, and the 
high! i_ght of the meet was the mile 
relay of Michelle Lasky, Leach, 
Crystal Adams, and D.C. Abante 
won by over two seconds. 

At the Sectional meet, the girls 
failed to advance due to lack of 
numbers. The girls were missing 
many runners for many different 
reasons. The really big problem 
was the fact that Prom was the 
night of the Sectional, and many 
of the girls opted to go to Prom 
insteadofattendingthemeet. Also, 
the top sprinter on the team, Lexie 
Nussbaum, was injured, and did 

not compete. In fact, no juniors or 
seniors competed in the sectional, 
but the younger girls performed 
well. The only person who placed 
was Schineller, who finished 3rd 
in the Shot Put, and 6th in the 
Discus. 

As the girl's season ends, there 
is a lot of room for improvement, 
and that will come with time. 
Young and inexperienced are the 
two words that haunted the Wild
cats this season, but as time passes, 
the inexperienced will change to 
experienced and the team should 
vault up in the standings. The next 
few seasons should be really good 
ones for the Wildcats, because 
when their youth come into its 
high school prime, look out. 

York seemed to be at a level to 

get her back to the state tourna
ment last year, but ended up losing 
in a strange tum of events. 

Not only did York meet the same 
person twice in the sectional, but 
her opponent was the one York 
sent home last year on her way to 
state. 

A situation like York's is some
what common in a sectional setup 
like the one We-go faced.-

"A five team sectional is just 
bizarre with the odd number of 
teams and all the buys," said 
Singleton. 

To qualify for state, a We-go 
player or pair needed to be one of 
the top four in her singles or 
doubles event. 

The Ladycats were done after 

This season, the Ladycats put up 
a fight at the tournament, hosted 
by Naperville Central, and finished 
sixth among some outstanding 
performances by the team leaders. 

"Varsity singles on that Satur
day was the top play I've seen 
from those people," said Single
ton. 

Those people were York, Kern, 
and Horsley, three senior leaders 
who will leave the program after 
pouring in their contributions over 
the last four years. 

"The senior varsity players took 
a great leadership role which al
lowed Coach Latka and I to con
centrate on skills," said Singleton. 

A revolutionary new program for athletes now available exclusively at SportsMed. 
BUILD SPEED, AGILITY, POWER AND MUSCULAR ENDURANCE LIKE NEVER BEFORE! 

AccELERATION. 

MEET Dan Schatzeder, 1987 World -, Champion Minnesota Twins' ·, 
AND ·_ Andy Rfijn, 1984 Olympic Silver 

Medalist- V(res1Jing 
I '~ 

SportsMed Acceleration 

Grand Opening Celebration! 

Wednesday • May 211 1997 • 3 - 8 p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
6:30p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

Ribbon Cutting 
Dedication and Guest Speakers 
Door Prize Drawing 

DonY miss your chance to win a free six week session of SportsMed 
Acceleration worth $395/ All those attending will have a chance to win. Winner 
need not be present at time of drawing but attendance at Open House is required. 

Refreshments • T_ours • Demonstrations 
a progiBm cl Wheaton Orthopaedics, Ltd_ 

got places from Janet Drenth 
in the shot (5th), 3rd and 6th 
from Regina Oroni in the long 
and in the 200, Kristiane 
Cleveland got 2nd in the high 

IF THERE'S AN ATHLETE IN YOUR LIFE. YOU NEED TO BE AT SPORTSMED ACCELERATION ON MAY 21! 

SportsMed Center for Fitness, Ltd, • 327 Gundersen Dnve • Carol Stream IL • 1630)668-8400 
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Lad yeats look 
to achieve #1 

seed at Regionals 

Boys track striding 
for state 

By Beth Siwy 

With nineteen points scored We
gotrackfinished6thoutof8teams 

onds. This team includes seniors 
John Stogis~ Jake Meyers, Dave 
Blozis, and sophomore Bryan 
Franckowiak. 

Kaczmerek and Jason Hemple the 
season is definitely going as well 
as planned. His goal for the rest of 
the season is to have a majority of 
his athletes or all of his athletes 
reach their personal goals. 

By Kelley Betts 

The Ladycats of softball are 
losing grip on the strong win
ning streak they started with at 
the beginning of the season. 

Their D.V.C. record was 8-6 
as of May 19. Glenbard North 
and Glenbard East seem to be 
their toughest competitors hav
ing lost two games to both teams. 
The fifth loss was to Wheaton 
North. 

"That game hurt. We should 
have won that one," said Varsity 
coach Jim Schaudt. 

The Ladycats lost 2-1 against 
Wheaton North a few weeks ago. 

These losses aren't stopping 
the girls from playing hard 
though. 

Senior pitchers Angela Barnes 
and Tracy Morris have pitching 
records of 7-5 and 6-0, respec
tively as of May 15. 

The Ladycats did suffer the 
loss of senior Dana Nelson who 
is out with a knee injury and 
most likely will not be returning. 
Nelson injured her knee sliding 
into third base in a game against 

Willowbrook. 
Junior Jessica Leston has been 

covering third base for Nelson. 
"Leston is doing a wonderful 

job taking Nelson's place," says 
Schaudt 

Junior Jenny Mullaney has 
been pinch hitting for Leston. 

Hitting is the girls' weakest 
area so far. 

"We really need to work on 
hitting better," said Schaudt. 

The weather still isn't in favor 
of the Ladycats. 

"It's tough to get in the groove 
of things when we go a week 
without having a game and then 
play games in such cold 
weather," says Schaudt. 

Barnes and senior Emma 
Conez were named athlete of 
the week last week. 

Regionals begin for the 
Lad yeats on Tuesday, May 27. 
They should be confident, con
sidering Waubonsie Valley is in 
the regional, and they defeated 
the Warriors 5-3 last Thursday. 

at the DuPage 
County Meet on 
May9. 

Senior Dan 
Horyn won the 

· mile, while 
beating the 
school reacord 
of 4:21.7, pre
viously held by 
Karl Huff, by 
running a 
4:18.3. 

Dave Blozis 
(senior) re-
ceived5th place Senior ~~~ 
in triple jump 

Horyn races to with his per-
sonal best of 40 victory in the 

feet 11.25 mile. 

inches. 
The 400 meter relay team won 

6th place with a time of 44.5 sec-

Meyers also received 3rd place 
in long jump. 

For the '97-'98 team coach Paul 
McLeland thinks that freshman 
distance runner Tim Keller may 
be the one to live up to Horyn's 
status because he already has times 
comparable to Horyn' s. McLeland 
also said that Franckowiak may 
take senior John Stogis' place in 
the sprinting events. 

Sophomores Dan Young, 
Franckowiak, and Wes Skidgel all 
took the places of those injured 
this season and were all scoring at 
the varsity level. Sophomore Josh 
Slattery also scored high in shot 
put and discus this season at the 
varsity level. 

McLeland says that besides some 
key injuries to juniors Joe 

Sophomore Young thinks that 
"in comparison to last year we're 
doing better, but we'd be even 
better without the injuries." 

McLeland would also like to see 
some of his other athletes, as well 
asHoryn,godownstate. He would 
like to see seniors Jake Meyers in 
long jump and Stogis in the 400, 
and juniors Arturo Robles (pole 
vault), and Kevin Openshaw (800). 

In order for Meyers to make it he 
would need to jump 21' 1 0" which 
he has come very close to in his 
personalbestof21'5." Stogisneeds 
to run 49.9 in the 400. Robles 
needs to jump 13'6" in order to go 
to state. Openshaw needs to sprint 
a 1 :58 in order to go downstate. 

3 on 3 tournament a slam 

Sports 
Schedule 

Boys Baseball 
Wed. May 21 vs. Wheaton 
North (Varsity) 
Thu. May 22 vs. Wheaton 
North (Freshman/Sophomore) 
Thu. May 22 @ Wheaton 
North (Varsity) 
Fri. May 23 @ Wheaton 
North (Freshman/Sophomore) 
Tue. May 27- Regionals(Var-
sity) 
Tue. June 3 Regionals(Var-
sity) 
Wed. June 4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night- Auditorium 
SatJune7-9 Sectionals 
(Varsity) 
Fri. June 13-14 State Finals 
(Varsity) 

Girls Soccer 
Wed. May 21 vs. West Aurora 
@We-go Middle (Freshman) 
Thu. May 22 @ W-W South 
@Stadium Field (Junior Varsity/ 
Varsity) 
Tue. May 27- S e c t i o n a I s 
(Varsity) 
Tue. June 3 S c c tiona Is 
(Varsity) 
Wed. June 4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night - Auditorium 
Fri. June 6-7 State Finals 
(Varsity) 

Girls Softball 
Wed. May 21 @ Wheaton 
North (Freshman/Sophomore) 
Wed. May 21 vs. Wheaton 
North (Varsity) 
Sat May 24 vs. Downers 
Grove South - DH (Freshman/ 
Sophomore) 
Sat May 24 @ Downers 
Grove South· DH (Varsity) 
Tue. May 27- Regionals{V) 

Mon. June 2 Regionals(Var-
sity) 
Wed. June 4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night- Auditorium 
Sat. June 7, 9 S e c t i o n a 1 s 
(Varsity) 
Thu. June 12-13 State Finals 
(Varsity) 

Boys Tennis 
Sat. May 24 S e c t i o n a 1 s 
(Varsity) 
Thu. May 29-31 State Finals 
(Varsity) 

Senior Brett Mackert(left) 
slams during the dunk 

contest. 

Senior Jeff Weber( center) 
drives to the basket in a 3-

on-3 tourney game. 

Senior Tim Fraser( right) 
celebrates after his team 

won 
the 3-on-3 tournament. 

Wed.June4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night- Auditorium 

Boys Track 
Fri. May 23-24 Section a I s 
(Varsity) 
Fri. May 30-31 State Finals 
(Varsity) 

Senior sensations smash 
into sectionals 

Wed. June 4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night- Auditorium 

Girls Track 
Fri. May 23-24 State Finals 
(Varsity) 
Wed. June 4 Spring Sports 
Awards Night- Auditorium 

ByDanHoryn 

The fate of the Wildcat tennis 
season rests on the rackets of se
niorsTimMartinandMattBowne. 

With the Downers Grove South 
sectional approaching this Friday., 
the two represent West Chicago's 
greatest hope for downstate quali-

Boys volleyball fiers. 
'f!lu. May 22 . vs. IMSA- Se- Midwaythroughtheseason,head 
mar Parent N1ght (Sophomore/ coach Sione Moeaki put Martin 
Varsity) · . and Bowne together and has seen 
Mon. May ~6 Secuonal - lst them enjoy success. They defeated 
round (Varstty) . Wheaton-Warrenville South and 
Wed. May 28 S~ctwnal - Plainfield and lost close decisions 
Quarterfinals (Varsity) . to the Naperville schools. 
Fri. ~ay 30-31 S e c t I on a 1 s "They need to be more mentally 
(Varsity) . prepared,"saidMoeakioftheduo's 
Wed. June. 4 . sp.nn~ Sports play. He noted that Martin and 
A ~ards N1ght- Auditonum. Bowne were beating the 
Fn. June 6-7 State Fmals Napervilles until they fell apart in 
(Varsity) the third set. 

The Sectional seed will dictate 
Bowne and Martin's chances of 
making the state meet. Moeaki 
said if the two nail a good seed, 
then they have a shot at avoiding 
the top two or three teams at 
Sectionals. The top four teams 
make it to State. 

"Matt and I are full of potential," 
said Martin, "With a decent draw 
we have a good shot at going 
Downstate." 

"Looking at our chances for 
State," said Bowne, "doubles 
seemed the best lineup." 

The 1997 tennis season has chal
lenged Moeaki, as turnout reached 
an all-time low. Moeaki has only 
seven varsity players, forcing him 
to forfeit every match. 

Because the Wildcats forfeit ev
ery match, Moeaki has needed to 
stress "individual improvement" 
over team play. "[The kids] un
derstand they are playing for them
selves," he said. 

He has emphasized "consistency, 
aggressiveness, and net game" in 
practice. He added that the play
ers are "having fun" and that their 
"spirit is high." 

Senior Anup Gurnani, who has 
played varsity nearly all season, 
said that Moeaki "has been great 
this year with all the adversity 
we've faced. He's kept it fun and 
on an individual level." 

"Tim and Matt give the team 
hope of sending someone Down
state this year," said Gumani. 
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